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BIRCH CANYON HAPPENINGS

WHAT HAPPENED
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TRAILS BUILT ON USFS LAND MUST FOLLOW A PROCESS

Birch Canyon Trail has seen numerous social trails built in recent 
years. These social trails were never reviewed or permitted by the 
USDA Forest Service (USDAFS) who manages this land.

This resulted in trail that violates wilderness boundaries, erodes into 
stream banks, with bridges that don’t adhere to USDAFS guidelines.   

Soon, you’ll see some changes occuring up in the canyon.  This 
informational sign is here to help you make sense of what’s 
happening, and why.

All unauthorized trails are closed while the USDAFS, Cache 
Trails Alliance, and Cache County’s Trails Cache are working 
together to propose a trail re-alignment in Birch Canyon. 

This partnership is working to ensure the community enjoys a 
recreational resource that follows an official process to ensure 
trails respect wilderness boundaries, keep erosion out of 
streams, and will be recognized as an official USDAFS trail. 

Volunteers from the Cache Trails Alliance will be working with the 
USDAFS to evaluate the trail in Birch Canyon and make changes 
where appropriate. The goal of this process is to provide a trail that 
provides for the canyon’s multiple user groups and complex land 
management needs. 

  If you’d like to be part of this effort, please reach out to:
zmaughan@fs.fed.us

For updates on workdays, visit 
http://trails.cachecounty.org & http://cachetrails.net

or follow on facebook:
@trailscache & @cachetrailsalliance 

WHAT’S GOING ON
UNAUTHORIZED TRAILS ARE CLOSED WE BUILD A BETTER TRAIL TOGETHER

WHAT’S NEXT

Any new trail or trail alignment 
on public lands should work 
for the public and the flora 
and fauna that call our public 
lands home.  Because of these 
complex requirements, trail 
development must go through a 
methodical process. 

There are many reasons trails 
shouldn’t be built, such as 
impacts even foot traffic can 
have upon wildlife habitats, 
plant species, archeological 
resources, or construction costs 
and landscape aesthetics.   This 
process is designed to assess all 
of these complexities and work 
the best ideas towards reality, 
while avoiding costly mistakes.

On the ground 
review improves 
understanding 

of potential trail 
impacts

Problems?
Time for a new idea.

Significant Impacts? 
Time for a new idea.

Excessive 
environmental 

impacts? 
Time for a new idea.

No money or help? 
Keep Trying!

No one is showing?
Keep Trying!

A new idea.

Ideas reviewed by 
the USDA Forest 

Service, 

Proposal and marked 
trail corridor reviewed by 

USDAFS specialists.

Funds and 
volunteer support 
rallied for project.

Volunteer workdays 
organized and 

promoted

After years of 
planning, work, and 
more work, the idea 

becomes reality.


